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HORNS OF THE ALTAR. 


In the present number we close our sketch of the several parts 
of the Tabernacle in the wilderness, with a very brief account of 
the “ Horns of the Altar,’ and the “Cherubim covering the Mercy- 
Seat.”” When presenting to our readers the most approved sketches 
of the various altars used in the Mosaic rites, we stated that the 
exact forms of the Horns of the Altar had not been satisfactoril 
ascertained ; the prefixed, will, however, throw some further light 
upon the subject. This drawing was taken from an ancient Egyp- 
tian picture, which had been preserved by being buried in the ruins 
of Herculaneum, a city that was overflowed and buried by the lava 
of Mount Vesuvius, in the year of our Lord 79. 

This altar has at each of its four corners a rising, which continues 
square to about half its height, but from thence is a slo 
off to an edge or point; and those risings are, undoubtedly, what 


were called the Horns of the Altar, and probably show their true 
figure. 


THE CHERUBIM COVERING THE MERCY-SEAT. 


_ The wisest and most learned men who have turned their atten- 
tion to Moses’s account of the cherubim covering the mercy-seat, 
as well as to the prophet Ezekiel’s description of those emblemati- 
cal creatures, do not concur in their delineations, which proves that 
there is but little ositively known concerning them; we have 
therefore introduced the preceding representation of the cherubim 


sapaing Se the mercy-seat of the ark, and covering it with their 
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wings, Exodus 25:20,21, merely to furnish our young readers wit): 
a general idea upon this interesting but difficult subject. 

Phe Cherubim are supposed to have been emblematical repre 
sentations of the Eternal Power and Godhead of the Almighty : 
they were employed in guarding the entrance to Paradise, and 
keeping the way (or road) of the tree of life, Gen. $:24. There 
can be no doubt of their having been variously compounded froin 
different animals, Ezekiel 10:14, but the difficulty of properly com. 
bining the component parts, has induced the author to whom we 
are indebted for the above sketch, to delineate them simply in the 
form of angels. : 

The mercy-seat, or propiliatory, upon which the cherubim stood, 
was properly the lid or covering of that vessel, so well known by 
the name of the ark, and ark of the covenant. On, and before this 
the high-priest was to sprinkle the blood of the expiatory sacrifice 
on the great day of alonement; and it was in this place that God 
promised to meet the people, Exodus 25:22, for there he dwelt, and 
there was the symbol of the divine presence. At each end of this 
propitiatory was a cherub, and between those two cherubim this 
glory was manifested ; hence in Scripture it is so often said, that he 
dwelleth between the cherubim. In this place God chose to give the 
most especial manifestations of himself; here the divine glory was 
to be seen; and here Moses was to come in order to consult Jeho- 
vah, relative to the management of the people. 

The apostle Peter, 1 Epist. 1:12, beantifally alludes to the posi- 
tion of the cherubim whose wings overshadowed the mercy-seat, 
with “ their faces one to another towards,” or looking down upon, 
“the mercy-seat,” where he says, “ which things the angels desire 
to look into ;” for angels themselves are unable to comprehend the 
merciful dealings of God with the perverse and rebellious children 
of men, who too generally neglect and despise that covenant of 
grace, which deeply interests even the glorified angels of the ever 
blessed God. 
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For the American Sunday Schoo] Magazine. 


QUESTIONS FOR SUNDAY SCHOOL CHILDREN.—NO. VIII. 


What day is God’s day? are clean, it is no matter if they are 
May we work or play on that day ? old or patched: many a good child 
May people wash or iron on Sunday? has worn an old hat or coat to 
May they lie in bed and not go to church. Well, when children are 
church ? : at school and at church, they must 
Is it right for children to go walking mind what is said to them, and not 
for pleasure ? make a noise, nor talk; and they 
May children play on God’s day? must listen to the minister when he 
What must they do then? preaches, and they must come to 
They must pray to God, they must put church and school in the afternoon 
on their clean clothes and go to Sun- too ; for ail day is God’s; and they 
day school and to church; and I want must not play in the afternoon any 
you to remember that if your clothes more than the morning; and the: 
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when they go home, they must re- | 
member their hymns, and sit still | 


and be children, and then 
God will love them very much. I 
have seen some bad children, in- 
stead of going to school, play in the 
street. God hates such wicked 
ways, and will punish such wicked 
children if they don’t stop. And 


' 
' 


} 
' 


; 


| 
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{ have seen some children too who | 


came to church, but played and | 
talked all the time, and would not | 


mind ; just as some of you are do- 
ing now while | teach you. 

What do we go to church for? 

To pray to God, and to thank him for 
being so good to us, and to hear 
the minister tell us of God and Je- 
sus Christ, and how to be good 
that we may go to heaven. 

Is it right or wrong to talk and play 
in church ? 

fhe church is God’s house, and God 
is there ; may be you did not think 
of this, but now you know it, al- 
ways think of it when you are go- 
ing there, and I am sure you can- 
not be so wicked, as to play and 
talk. 

Now I want you to tell me how chil- 
dren should behave to their fathers 
and mothers. 

May they say “I won’t” and “I will” 
to their fathers and their mothers? 

Suppose their mothers tell them to 
do any thing, and they don’t want 
to do it, must they mind them ? 

Should not they try to help their fa- 
thers and mothers ? 

If their mothers send them on any er- 
rand, may they play about and keep 
them waiting ? 

If your mother is sick what must you 
do? 








Who took care of you when you were | 


a little baby, and could not walk or 
help yourself? 
Then when your mother is sick or 
Mersey she grows old, who must help 
er! 


And if she is poor who ought to work 
for her? 


Must not you try to work for your 
living as soon as you can, and do 
something to help your father and 
mother ? 

Must you mind every thing they tell 
you? 

If they tell you to go and take wood 
from other people’s yards, or from 
the ferries, must you do it? 

No: for God says you must not steal ; 
you must mind God frst. 

If God says you must not steal, and 
your mother says you mus¢ steal, 
which must you mind ? 

Suppose your mother beats you for 
not going to get wood, then must 
you go? 

No: always mind what God says, and 
he will take care of you? 

Remember this, that good children 
must always pray to God for their 
fathers and mothers, and try to get 
them to go to church and be good. 

Is not it very bad to fight and quarrel? 

Did our Lord Jesus Christ fight and 
strike back when the wicked peo- 
ple beat him and spit in his face ¢ 

May you strike back if any body 
strikes you? 

And if any body calls you bad names 
and makes faces at you, must you 
do so to them again? 

What then must you do for them? 

You must try and love them, and pra 
for them, and tell them to be ; 

If you see people fighting, may you 
stay and look at them and hear all 
the bad words they say? 

Some little children throw stones at 
one another, is that nght? 

Suppose you were to throw a stone 
at a boy, and it were to hit him on 
the head and kill him. 


| Is not it very bad for brothers and sis- 


ters to fight and quarrel? 

If you have an apple or any thing you 
like, should not you give a piece 
of it to your brothers and sisters ? 

If they won’t give you a piece? 

| No: if they won’t never mind; don’t 

| snatch it, but go without it. 
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For the American Sunday School Magazine. 
PLAN OF SUNDAY SCHOOL INSTRUCTION IN PRIVATE HOUSES. 


“These schools at present are prosperous and flourishing; they are like 
the fruitful vines with their clustering beauties about them, and they have 
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every prospect of stability and continuance. The progress which the children 
have made in learning, order, and industry, has given very general satisfac- 
tion. The zeal of the teachers, and of those who have gratuitously given 
the goodwill of their houses, appears to be still increasing, and the satisfac- 
tion they have enjoyed, has given cause to remember the words of the Lord 
Jesus, how he said, ‘ it is more blessed to give than to receive.’ ” 

















Remarks.—The above is in allusion to a number of Sunday 
schools taught in private houses, in several contiguous villages in 
ingland. ‘The number of children successfully receiving instruc- 
tion by this means, is stated as being above 500. The account is 
very interesting and satisfactory, and it is to be regretted that so 
excellent and useful a measure has not been long ago imitated, 
among the pious friends of humanity in our innumerable flourishing 
little villages, thousands of which are not yet blest with Sabbath 
school institutions. The features of this plan seem to offer such 
advantages as dissipate those frequent objections that are made to 
establishing country Sunday schools; such as the want of a suitable 
place as a school room, and the difficulty of obtaining a central situ- 
ation easy of access to the scholars scattered over so wide a range 
as is ordinarily embraced in a pastoral charge; the same obstacle 
also creme the regular attendance of teachers, and the difficulty 
of obtaining funds even for the necessary books for the use of the 
school. Much good might be done in our country towns by the 
eres of the delightful plan here suggested. It might be particu- 
arly useful in those places where Sunday schools are already es- 
tablished, which are in the practice of ——o only in the summer 
months, and disadvantageously relinquishing them in winter. Seve- 
ral private houses might be selected for this perneets forming so many 
common centres, or posts of instruction, for those scholars to be 
found in their more contiguous neighhourhood, who might thus as- 
semble under the care of a single teacher before tne hours of divine 
worship, or after the closing services of the day; or otherwise a 
class might be taught without remission either morning or afternoon. 
This plan would doubtless in many country places be found highly 
serviceable. A striking improvement of it might also lead to great 
utility in our cities and populous towns, and the necessity of such 
a measure for extending the influence of religion must be acknow- 
ledged to be truly great, and it may be suggested that whatever 
may be the station of youth in society, if their parents or guardians 
do not teach them the principles of religion, they need the help of 
others. It must be observable from the numerous examples of a 
disregard to the holy Sabbath, that the children of the rich, stand 
as much in need of religious instruction as the children of the poor, 
for though skilled in science and literature, their scanty knowledge 
of the principles of revealed religion, is too frequently an affecting 
evidence, how truly prone the heart is in prosperity to “forget God,” 
and to slight the precious privileges of his divine mercy; and at 
the same time affords the most solemn proof of the reality that the 
world by all its wisdom knows not God. How gracious then might 
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be the influence of the pious rich, either devout men or women, of 
rank and station in society, were they each in their ae to bestow 
religious instruction, (more precious than thousands of gold and 
silver) on a few selected objects of their benevolent care; either 
from among the poor, or their own equals in society. The rich dis- 
ciples of Jesus, such as hold eminent stations, might thus prove 
themselves “ the light of the world” by promoting the religious in- 
struction of children ; whose light again shining before men, thousands 
might be taught to glorify our Father in heaven—for many are the dis- 
ciples of Christ possessing knowledge, and zeal, and standing in the 
church, and to whom God has given “ the tongue of the learned,” 
who might thus open a door of usefulness, that would rejoice their 
own hearts, by promoting the revival of every Christian grace with- 
in themselves, while they might, through the divine blessing, kindle 
a like holy spark in the hearts of many of the dark and ignorant. 
The intelligent and pious Christian might thus devote a precious 
hour of the holy leisure of the Sabbath in giving religious instruc- 
tion to a few of the children of his opulent neighbours, who might 
be prevailed on to patronise his benign and disinterested inten- 
tions, or he might gather round him a neglected few of the poor 
and ignorant, with whom to engage some portion of the sacred hours 
of the Sabbath. Pious young women might at their own houses 
form classes of five or six little girls, to pour into their infant 
minds the precious balm of heavenly wisdom, that should prove 
“an unction from on high.” By the pursuit of a plan so simple and 
felicitous, many might devote their talents to usefulness unthought 
of, and be bestowing incalculable benefits on society at a triflin 
sacrifice and expense. For the amount of good to be accomplish 
by such measures, were they extensively engaged in, when summed 
in the aggregate with our public schools of religion, would allow 
the Christian heart the most cheering anticipations, and give a most 
lively token of the rapid advancement of a “latter day glory,” and 
would prove itself a work as worthy the age of Bibles and of Mis- 
sions, as of the cause of Christ. 
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For the American Sunday Schoo] Magazine- 
THE ELDER SCHOLARS : 


4 PLAN FOR SECURING TO THEM THE BENEFIT OF SABBATH SCHOOL INSTRUCTION, 
ADDRESSED PARTICULARLY TO HEADS OF FAMILIES. 


_ During more than five years, I enjoyed the privilege of instructing 
in Sabbath schools ; and since the period when higher duties called 
me from the active operations of them, m y mind has still been deep- 
iv interested in their enlargement and strength. I have rejoiced 
in the abundant evidence, which God, in his providence has given, 
that this department of labour meets with his approbation. Still it 
has been a source of honest sorrow, that in very many cases, our 
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benevolent designs are baffled by the withdrawal of the scholars, 
just when they have attained the age at which these instructions 
become peculiarly important, and in view of which, the whole la- 
bour of teaching them to read has been patiently endured.* It can- 
not for a moment be questioned, that the teaching of such to read 
is of itself, an object worthy all the labours of the schools—yet it is 
the avowed purpose of every person who intelligently enters upon 
this department of service, to make the teaching of the children to 
read, subservient to higher interests—the good of the immortal soul. 
Hence the geen ultimate object is thwarted, if the scholars retire 
so soon as they atiain toa certain age or size—and thus every true 
friend of the rising generation must mourn over the fact, which is 
so general in our schools, and to correct which, is the object of 
this communication. While holding the responsible office of a 
superintendent, this subject often pressed upon my mind, and se- 
veral plans were then put into operation to secure the attendance 
of the larger scholars; but these were not permanently successful. 
Thus then, after some experience of the wants and difficulties, and 
much reflection, I am decidedly of the opinion that the great diffi- 
culty lies in the blending of the larger and smaller children in the 
same school and class. Now it is a fact, and facts are the things at 
which we must look, and from which we must reason, if we would 
arrive at truth, I say it is a fact, that the feeling does prevail among 
the larger scholars—* that J am now too large, or too old to remain 
in a school where there are so many children so much younger and 
smaller than myself.’ Every oe of any experience will know 
this to be the language of truth, for when visiting such, and inquir- 
ing into the causes of their absence, a dislike to the school itself 
has rarely been offered, but many a time has he heard from the pa- 
rent, as well as the child, the sentiment above expressed. Now, 
hitherto, all our plans have rather enterprised the alteration of the 
—t of human nature involved, than such an use of that prin- 
ciple, by the making of it auxiliary, as to secure the grand object 
of our labour. 

We must in all our Sabbath school, as well as in all our other 
religious operations, take human nature as we find it, and not as 
we would fhe to have it. Do we fiud an unwarrantable spirit man- 
ifested in the 7 the children from the schools because they 
judge themselves to be too large or too old? What shall we do? 
Shall we combat this principle? But where shall we begin? and 
how shall we make them feel the force of our arguments, when we 
know that the feelings of a child are far stronger than his reason -— 
Now, would it not be well and proper to overrule that very feeling, 
so as to secure their attendance, and thus hope, by the help of 
God, not only to eradicate this feeling as their minds »xpand, but 
also to do good to their souls? With these remarks and teelings, you 
will permit me to lay before your readers, a plan, designed to ac- 
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* In those states where ample provision has not been made for education. 
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complish the object above stated. If it be not adopted, nor am I soli- 
citous that it should be in every particular, unless it prove to be 
valuable, it may still have the tendency of leading others to think 
upon this subject, and thus, in the end, some method may be 


adopted. 
PLAN. 


Ist. Gather all such children as have been referred to from the 
other schools into one separate school. In cities there should be 
several, and this can easily be done, as the schools lie so conti- 
guous. ‘Thus from the schools in a certain district, (the plan sup- 
poses the city to be districted) quite a large one could be formed. 
The advantages of this would be that each scholar would there meet 
with those about the same age and size, and thus there would be no 
room for a sense of degradation in being associated with children 
both younger and smaller. 

2d. Let the name of this school be the Sabbath School Bible 
Class. By this course you hold out encouragement to the scholars 
of the other schools to exert themselves with the hope, that when 
at a suitable age, and properly qualified, they shall be advanced to 
this class. ‘Thus every member of this school having obtained a 
place by good behaviour and diligence, will feel it a privilege to be- 
long to the Bible class. ‘The book which appears to be most pro- 
per to introduce into this class is designated by the name I have 
given the class. With my present views I would prefer Wilbur’s 
Reference Testament* to the usual Bible, for in this class the scho- 
lars are not to commit the Scriptures to memory, but so to study 
the portion assigned, as to be able to raise and answer questions, 
assisted by the reference letters in Wilbur’s Testament. Thus, in 
their answers they will bring their judgment and all the powers 
of their mind into exercise. By pursuing this plan the mind will be- 
come strengthened, and the pupil will be prepared, in reading the 
Bible, to look for the meaning of the passage. The intellectual 
exercises which the plan affords, and the insight into scripture his- 
tory and truth thus gained, will not only delight the mind of the 
scholar ; but will also explode the objection so frequently brought 
against Sabbath schools, where the committing of the Scriptures to 
memory is practised, viz. That it exercises and strengthens one 
power of the mind at the expense of all the others. On the present 
plan, every faculty of the mind is in turn brought into exercise. 
We would not be understood to disapprove of committing te me- 
mory portions of Scripture, for we have known great good to result 
from it, yet we do maintain, that it is important to exercise the 
mind at an early period, so as to make it think for itself. For in 
proportion as you succeed in this, in the same proportion your 
hopes will be raised that conviction of the truth will fasten upon 
the conscience. And perhaps the great reason why so few of the 


* See Review in our first volume, p. 155 
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many thousands who have attended Sabbath schools, yea, why so 
few of the tens of thousands who sit under the ministry of the 
word, have so few and transient convictions, is that they do net 
exercise their minds upon the truths of the gospel. Experience will 
testify, that so soon as the mind is exercised upon those truths, 
their importance is seen, and thus conscience becomes troubled : 
hence if there is no hereditary influence in the reception of truth 
from father to son, and if every son and daughter of Adam must be 
saved or lost by their reception or rejection of the truths of the 
gospel, it is immensely important, if we would co-operate with the 
constitution under which God has placed us, to lead children to 
think, and to think independently—for I hold it an axiom in mo- 
rals, that a religion of divine origin, has nothing to fear, but every 
thing to gain by investigation. I know that to this it will be ob- 
jected, that we shall encourage a sceptical spirit in our children. 
he reverse of this is true—for many a strong and inquisitive mind 
has been checked in the boldness of its ranges, and made, whilst 
parental fear could sway its influence, to receive, as true, all the 
precepts laid before it, without even the shadow of a reason assign- 
ed, and thus a distaste for moral truth has been engendered, and 
the first prejudice of the mind was, that the gospel had no reasons to 
support its claims. Now, I would treat children as Pang emer 
tals, and lead them to that independence of thought which the Bi. 
ble enjoins, and not, as has been our practice, to regard them as 
mere machines, only adequate to the performance of a certain ser- 
vice when properly superintended. 

Another advantage to be secured by this plan is the constant 
opportunity afforded in the recitations, and especially in their an- 
swers, of enforcing the truth, and the mind of the child will be 
imperceptibly, as it were, filling with admonitions and reproofs, 
warnings and invitations. The peculiar activity of the mind of a 
child will rarely endure instruction in the form of a sermon, but 
will be chained by a narrative, and thus from the narratives con- 
stantly occurring in the Evangelists, the teacher will have the best 
possible epportanty of impressing the truth, the very thing at 
which we all profess to aim. 

Another advantage will be the introduction of more system, and 
higher objects of ambition ; for, to become a member of this class, 
must be considered as a privilege. By this means you will find an 
anxiety to improve so as to enter the class ; and the children of the 
higher classes of society will also press into it, four the human mind 
is so constructed that we are anxious to possess that which re- 
quires an effort to obtain, and regardless of what can be had at 
any moment. ‘Thus you will remove the most formidable barrier 
to the success of Sabbath schools, viz. the impression which is cur- 
rent, and which the manner of speaking about Sabbath schools is so 
well calculated to cherish, that they are only for the poor. In the 
estimation of the parent, disgrace is siinched to the thought of 
sending the child to the Sunday school. Thus, if this barrier is 
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removed, you will not only get more of the poor, but many others 
as clear gain. 

3rd. Let this class be attended but once on the Sabbath-day, be- 
tween the morning and afternoon services. But experience will 
best show how this should be regulated. As the recitations will 
require attention, it is questioned whether the child can prepare 
two; and another reason for but one recitation, is, the difficulty 
which will be found in obtaining suitable teachers for a morning 
school. 

4th. From the remarks already made, you perceive that a super- 
intendent and teachers will be needed, as in other schools. ‘There 
should be the same division into classes, with the exception, that 
the classes may be larger. But you inquire, Where can these teach- 
ers be found, for all our young persons are already engaged? For 
the government of these schools, or Bible classes, we look to heads 
of families. ‘They will secure better order, and more attention ; 
nay, it will convince the children and the parents too, that we are 
in earnest, when they see heads of families devoting their time and 
exertions to this department of labour. It will give such a sanction 
to the whole plan of Sabbath school instruction as has never yet 
been given, but which, if given, would at once throng the schools, 
and fill a languishing treasury; for the great reason why heads of 
families give so little to Sabbath schools is their practical ignorance 
of the importance of these institutions. A great portion of the 
pecuniary assistance extended to Sabbath schools, comes from’the 
teachers who are already devoting their time. But I am aware that 
many stand ready to repel Y their objections the draft which we 
wil make upon heads of families—* Let them bring forth their 
witnesses, that they may be justified; or let them hear and say it 
is truth.” (Isaiah 43:9.) Yes, let them bring forth their stoutest 
objections, for we long to meet them on their own ground, and ob- 
tain the mastery at once, or be fairly beaten from the battle ground. 
—In answering the objections, therefore, we shall use great free- 
dom and plainness. 

It is objected, we want this time to teach our own children. This 
cannot be made by those married persons whom God has not bless- 
ed with children, and yet there are very many such who have 
never entered the Sabbath school, or who left it shortly after the 
were married: the objections of such will be met hereafter. As it 
regards those who are blessed with children, we remark that, it was 
in view of the duties which every head of a family owes to his 
children, which mainly induced us to advise but one recitation each 
day, and that between the morning and afternoon service, as the 
time in the morning is already occupied in family devotions. Now, 
in answer to the call for but one service for the school, is it still 
said, we want that time to teach our own children? As the business 
in which we are now engaged is solemn and momentous, permit me, 
my reader, to ask of you a conscientious answer to the following 
question—Do you devote that time to the religious instruction of 
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your children? If not, then you have the time, and your objection 
1S a mere excuse for your unwillingness to engage in the work. 

If you do employ that time for the purposes stated, you surely 

will have no manner of objection, unless you are governed by a 
selfishness supreme, and cruel, to let others participate in your 
instructions. In doing this we would have you transfer your own 
children to the Bible class, and thus, like a man and a Christian, 
sromptly cast in all your influence in favour of a labour commend- 
ing itself alike to the philanthropy and patriotism of your heart. 
Thus, while your own children would be as well instructed, you 
might be the honoured instrument of rearing up some bold pioneer, 
destined in the ripening of God’s purposes, to carry the news of 
salvation to some distant people, and to plant the cross of Calvary 
amid the darkness of the east. Your own children, whose present 
and future interests are dear to you, would thus, by your instruc- 
tions, andl more forcibly by your example, mature for extended use- 
fulness when your labours shall have been closed in the silence of 
the grave. : 

By others it is objected, 7 want this time to improve my own 
mind. And this is the principle argument used by the persons 
spoken of before. In reply, we ask for what = do you wish 
to improve your own mind. Is it for your own pleasure and profit, 
or is it to render you more useful ? If for the first, you then vio- 
late the whole tenour of scripture, which reprobates a spirit so selfish. 
If for the second purpose, we ask, when will you commence your 
usefulness? At the rate you are now travelling it will be never in 
life. Are you honest in your desire to improve your mind for the 
sake of usefulness?—This you will effectually secure if you are 
faithful to your class; for feeling the responsibility of your station, 
your mind will become actively engaged, and the practical infor- 
mation so necessary will be acquired—for, whilst watering others, 
you will yourself be watered ; and I hold it to be a practical maxim, 
that the best way to get good is to do good. 

I doubt not that many heads of families have not entered into 
the active labours of the school, because without seriously turning 
their minds to the subject, they have adopted the current opinion 
of the day,—an opinion so consonant with the native inactivity of 
man,—that from this warfare the heads of families must be exempt, 
like unto those, whose years are more than forty-five, from the militia. 
But, brethren, where, oh where is your discharge from the head of 
the church? The purpose of God, in your conversion, was not the 
salvation of your soul; for then, that purpose, could have been as 
well secured at the hour-of death—and thus, the whole of the time 
sd between your conversion and your death, would not 
have been lost, as it must be, if the salvation of the soul is the 
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grand object of conversion—and if this be true, then God in saving 

you, has become a respecter of persons, for the souls of other men 

| are just as valuable as yours. No, his grand purpose is Ais own 
j ti) glory and the happiness of the universe, and in your conversion, 
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ou have only been prepared to become a co-worker with God. 
Thus, then, every moment of your time is the Lord’s, and you are 
bound to devote it to the forwarding of those plans which are cal- 
culated to promote his glory and the good of the universe. Now, 
when the rising generation, upon whom the hopes of the church 
depend, are erishing for lack of instruction, will you not harness 
yourself for labour, and at once enter the lists lege 
5th. Zhis Bible Class should be visited once a month by a minis- 
ter of the Gospel. There should also be a regular juarterly exam- 
ination, at which time certificates of reward should be given to the 
exemplary and diligent. Every individual will at once perceive the 
immense weight of influence which would instantly accumulate, 
when the clergy, as a body, countenance by their presence, their 
labours, and their prayers, this benevolent enterprise, which is one 
of the characteristics of the age in which we live. On this subject 
there is no room for speculation, for facts have long since told their 
artless tale, and their universal suffrage is, that in any given con- 
gregation, Sabbath schools flourish in proportion to the interest 
manifested in them by the pastor of the church. Does it not be- 
come those, then, who minister before the Lord, solemnly to insti- 
tute the inquiry, Have I, by my prayers, and by my preaching, done 
all that I ought to have done, to encourage the parent, the child, 
and the teacher? Nay, if all my congregation felt as I do, would 
they put forth a single effort in behalf of Sabbath schools? But to 
these plain statements it is objected by the minister himself, and 
echoed forth by multitudes, whose highest attainment seems to be 
a profound reverence for every ipse dixit of their pastor, and the 
objection speaks none other language than this—the performance of 
other duties leaves me no time for Sabbath schools. As the time has 
come when ministerial dignity cannot hoodwink the keen eye of 
observation, let me ask every man that has made this objection, Is 
there not a splendour which popularity has thrown around the Bi- 
ble cause, which courts our attention, and commands our energies ? 
and are there not those who justify themselves in labouring long and 
faithfully, to shine amid the galaxy which a Bible Anniversary as- 
sembles ? ‘The gospel, however, does not estimate the value of an 
object by the grandeur in which it appears to human observation, 
but always estimates it by its own, and its relative importance, 
with this statement of the principles by which we ought to form 
an estimate of the value of every enterprise. On the other hand, 
let it be asked, if the Sabbath school cause has not, in the feelin 
of thousands, died away into the gloom of misanthropy, or been 
scattered afar, amid clouds and mists, with scarce a streak of glo- 
ry to light up its dimness? And shall the purifying of the fountain 
be neglected because it is found on some rugged eminence. Never, 
—philosophy and Christian feeling forbid it ; for how will you man- 
age the wave of popular feeling when it swells with the turbulence of 
a storm. The history of every missionary enterprise has told us, that 
so far as human instrumentality is concerned, great hope of success 
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is only to be found in instructing the rising generation. Hence, the 
missionaries are found busied in the schools from morning til! night. 
Now, whence is it that human nature is so different, in nominally 
Christian countries, that the ministers of the gospel are so exclu- 
sive in their labours among adults as scarcely to put forth an effort 
for the rising population? If there is any meaning in the language 
which every missionary effort has been constrained to speak—if 
there is any truth in the fact, that youth is the happiest period for 
impressing instruction te the mind, and if the Bible, which re- 
cognises the feeding of lambs, and covenants for the children, and 
which enjoins upon a minister, by the very spirit and letter of his 
commission, to enterprise nothing less than the salvation of a world ; 
then the above objection is nothing more than dignified trifling, or 
a splendid apology for lack of duty. For the draft which would be 
made upon their time, provided the class should be composed of 
the scholars in a given district, and the pastors of the different 
churches should visit in regular succession, would be, comparative- 
ly, so small, as scarcely to furnish a foundation for an excuse. If 
it be asked, Must we, to visit this class, relinquish our visits to the 
ordinary Sabbath schools ?—our reply is, “These ought ye to have 
done, and not to leave the other undone.” 

Such, sir, is a sketch of the plan—It only remains for me briefly 
to answer a few of the other objections which may be made against it. 

Objection first.—It will be difficult to secure the attendance of 
such scholars as are here contemplated. Answer. This can be no 
objection as yet, for the experiment has never been tried. 

Objection second.—If the experiment should be tried, you wil! 
not obtain more than half of the children. Answer. The objector 
himself thinks that half a loaf of bread is better than none. Where- 
fore, then, should he be discouraged in spiritual things, for a num- 
ber equal to one half is better by one half than none. 

Objection third—There will be difficulty in governing such scho- 
lars. Answer. It was for the better government of the class that 
we have called heads of families into active duties; nor can I see 
how this objection will weigh any more against Bible classes than 
Sabbath schools. The particular mode of government (which we 
think should be an appeal to the moral sense) experience will best 
decide, as it has already done in regard to Sabbath schools. 

Objection fourth-—The children of the other schools will leave 
them to join this class. Answer. The term of admission should be 
a certificate from their superintendent. 

In conclusion, then, I ask, shall we decline entering upon this 
enterprise because there are connected with it uncertainties and 
objections which we can neither fathom nor answer? Extend this 
principle to every operation, and it will secure to you the wr | of 
interminable laziness, and animate your heart with the cold comforts 
of Atheism. Had this principle wrought in the hearts of our fathers, 
desolate as death vein have been all our hopes for time and eter- 


nity. Let us, therefore, as with giant strength, shake off the fetters 
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in which we have been bound, and like a champion — for the 
onset, let us gird on the armour, and breasting ourselves or every 
difficulty, let us triumph or perish in the enterprise. P. W. 


—D-e ee 


SABBATH SCHOOL MISSIONARIES. 


The employment of Missionaries to organize Sabbath schools in 
those towns and villages of the United States where they are need- 
ed, but have not been established, and to visit those now in opera- 
tion, has justly been considered one of the most important and 
interesting objects of the American Sunday School Union. Yet, 
while the truth of this remark is generally admitted, there is an 
unpardonable want of attention to this subject on the part of those, 
to whose care, God, in his providence, has committed the means of 
increasing the kingdom of Christ. The fact that, of these to whom 
much is given much will be required, seems to have been forgotten, 
with reference to éhis method of doing good, by a Christian public, 
whose mercies and privileges altogether exceed their efforts to 
promote the glory of God and the happiness of their fellow men. 
This object was presented in our number for August last, and has 
since been made very extensively public through the medium of 
newspapers and magazines, and yet not one dollar has been, con- 
tributed to the Sunday School Missionary fund during the last six 
months. We can at present give but a single additional evidence 
of the value and success of this description of Missionary efforts, 
the board not having been furnished with means but for one ap- 
pointment, and that limited to a few weeks labour, in Crawford 
county in this state. In a communication to the board last Decem- 
ber, the missionary states that, “ since my last communication which 
was in the former part of May, I have had the heart cheering 
privilege of forming eleven more Sabbath schools, all of which are 
in successful operation, as well as most of the forty-seven formed 
prior to the last anniversary of the American Sunday School Union. 

“ The number, the date of the formation, and the name of each of 
these additional schools, are exhibited in the following table. 


No. 48 June 26, 1824. Big Konneyaut. 








49 27, Konneyautville. 
50 —— 27, Big Lick. 

51 29, Muddy Creck 

52 Aug. 1, Randolph. 

53 Sep. 2, Shenango. 

54 —— Big Spring. 

53 Oct. 2, South Pymatuning 
56 — 2, West Pymatuning 
57 Nov. 8, Harriet Newell. 
538 —— 12, Wayne, 


“ Our ‘ Crawford County Sabbath School Union’ therefore now 
consists of fifty-eight schools, a particular account of which may be 


expected previous to the anniversary meeting of the American 
(nion fon the 24th of] May next.”” Now, do the friends of Sab 
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bath schools need any greater encouragement to induce them to 
adopt some systematic measures for increasing the number of such 
missionaries, or rather we should say, for employing at least one! 
for it must be recollected that the board are unable to renew even 
this appointment. 

No: the encouragement, from both experience and the word of God, 
is abundant, and nothing is now wanting but our own consent, before 
we shall enter most solemnly on the business of sending forth 
labourers, who shail cry “ in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of 
the Lord, make straight in the desert a highway for our God” — 
who shall make known to our less privileged fellow citizens this 
happy method of training up the youth of our land in principles of 
piety towards God, and thus fitting them for usefulness here, and 

appiness hereafter. 

Systematic efforts, we remarked, must be brought to this enter- 
prise. Various plans had been suggested, and discussed, and it 
was finally determined by the committee of arrangement for the 
Sabbath School Concert to bring the subject before that meeting, 
which was accordingly done, on the second Monday of last month, 
and the first collection was taken up on that evening. No previous 
notice having been given, many were unprepared, yet the contribu- 
tion amounted to nine dollars, a satisfactory though silent testimony, 
that the measure was neither premature nor unwise. ‘The collec- 
tions will be made every month, and the money, after deducting the 
expenses of the room, will be paid to the treasurer of the American 
Sunday School Union, to be appropriated to the employment of 
Sabbath School Missionaries. 

There are not, on an average, less than 500 persons present at 
the concert in this city each month, who could give fwo cents, or, 
twenty-four cents a year, which would produce an income to the 
Missionary fund of one hundred dollars. If all the Sabbath school 
teachers in the United States were each to pay only one cent every 
month into this fund, three Missionaries might be constantly em- 
nore in doing an amount of good incalculably great. 

ut itis not to be supposed that those who meet in other places, 
to implore the blessing of God on Sabbath schools, will be less “ ready 
to give, and glad to distribute,” than ourselves. In every place, 
therefore, where Sabbath school teachers assemble for this purpose, 
and possess the means, there may we expect they will “ offer unto 
the Lord an offering in righteousness,” and bring their “ tithes into 
the storehouse” and prove God therewith, till he pour “out a 
blessing that there shall not be room to receive it.” 


= o> 06 oe 


For the American Sunday School Magazine. 
SELECTION OF SCRIPTURE LESSONS FOR SUNDAY SCHOOLS, 


However plausible any system may be in theory, so long as it 
may not have been practised on, few will be found very desirous 
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to be the first te experiment on its pyregen ; and though it may 
find many advocates to recommend it, few will venture to test its 
utility; yet a single exhibition of any of its practical results will 
command a devoted attention, and excite many to a diligent imita- 
tion of its exercise. Under these considerations, I am gratified at 
being able to present your readers with a practical display of the 
« plan of scripture instruction and recitation” offered for the consi- 
deration of the conductors of Sunday schools, in your Magazine for 
January. : 

Our teachers have already formed themselves into a class, to be 
denominated “ The Sunday School Teachers’ Bible Class,” under 
the control of the regulations annexed. ‘They have obtained the use- 
ful co-operation of an intelligent and zealous minister of the gos- 
pel and ardent friend of the institution of Sunday schools: he at- 
tends with us once a week to give instructions on the Sunday 
lesson. The teachers of a school in the vicinity have united in our 
plan, and others more distant have joined the class for the benefit 
of the weekly lectures. The teachers of the female schools are also 
desirous to share in the like benefits. It has already excited much 
interest among teachers and scholars; and as it is proposed to have 
an examination of the reading classes on all the lessons gone ey 
at the end of the present quarter, the anticipations of this, we think, 
will excite to diligence and attention among the classes. 

The geography of Palestine, so necessary for thoroughly under- 
standing the circumstances of the gospel narratives, was embraced 
in the instruction given at the first meeting of our class. The an- 
nexed selection of lessons is correctly arranged, so far as they 
when completed, the entire list shall be given. ‘This selection is 
made with a view to possess the minds of our youthful pupils, in as 
short a time as possible, of all the leading points of doctrine, pre- 
cept and narrative of the gospels; and for this purpose, they are. 
attempted to be chronologically arranged, harmonized and connect- 
ed; and we hope our patient endeavours to promote the general 
utility of Sunday salnaly will meet the approval of our fellow la- 
bourers, all of whom we would urge to follow this improvement, as 
it proposes so many evident advantages. 

A. SUPERINTENDEDT. 
COURSE OF SCRIPTURE INSTRUCTION DESIGNED FOR SUNDAY SCHOOLS. 


That every object and pursuit in life may be more readily at- 
tained, and effected with greater success, by concerted measures 
and systematic plans, is too evident a position to need an argument 
in its favour. ‘The higher the object of pursuit, the more urgent 
the necessity for well digested arrangements. ‘The want of some 
judicious and well arranged plan of instruction in Sunday schools 
has too frequently retarded their operations; and though many im- 
provements have been projected, the practice of which has removed 
ubstacles and accelerated the advancement of the youthful mind in 
the knowledge of the scriptures, none of these plans have provided 
‘gainst the embarrassments attending the recitations, and at the 
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same time offered the advantages of familiar instruction on all the 
portions recited. With a view of obtaining this desirable end, and 
advancing the interests of Sunday schools at large by at least par- 
tially relieving the embarrassments to instruction, the following 
or is proposed to be adopted by the associated teachers of the 


unday schools connected with the Sunday School Union Society 
of New York: 


PLAN AND REGULATIONS OF THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS’ BIBLE CLASS. 


1. The members subscribing to attend the class, shall be regular 
and punctual in their attendance. 

2. The class shall meet at the school room, at 7 o’clock on Thurs- 
day evening of every week, except the week preceding the first 
Sabbath in every month, which shall be regularly remitted, on ac- 
count of its being the reward-day; when, instead of the regular 
lesson, the children are taught the Ten Commandments, &c. also 
the card of rules for the school, and general religious and moral 
instruction. 

3. Selected portions of Scripture, comprising from 10 to 20 verses 
shall be arranged for every Sabbath in the year, exclusive of the first 
Sabbath in every month. The teachers shall duly prepare themselves 
for the meetings of this class. The portions as they regularly occur 
shall be announced at the school on Sabbath morning and afternoon, 
and a ticket denoting the lesson, he to each scholar in the read- 
ing classes, enjoining them to read it re meng during the week. 

4. The pastor receiving the charge of this class shall familiarly 
expound the whole portion, after which, the members of the class 
el propose such ogee as are suggested to their minds, on any 
difficult passage of the portion under consideration. 

5. The instructer of the class shall open its meetings with prayer. 

6. The following selection shall compose the first course of scrip- 
ture instruction for the classes of Sunday schools No. —, No. —, 
&c. commencing January, 1825. 

We whose names are annexed agree to be regulated by the above 
by-laws. Signed by twenty Teachers. 





FIRST COURSE OF SCRIPTURE LESSONS. 


Jan. 9. John 1:1—-14, Divinity of Christ. 
16. ; ye oe ae ¢ Genealogy of Christ. 
23. Luke 1:1—23. Appearance of the angel to Zacharias. 
30. Luke 1:26—38. The annunciation to Mary. 
Feb. 13. Luke 2:1—-20. Mary going to Bethlehem, and birth of Christ. 
20, Luke 2:21—38. Dedication of Christ at the temple. 
27. Matt. 2:1—-23. Wise men seeking for Christ. 
March 13. Luke 2:41—52. Christ taken to Jerusalem at 12 years of age. 
20. Matt. 3:1—17. Preaching of John, and baptism of Christ. 
27. Matt. 4:1—11. Christ tempted in the wilderness. 
April 10. John 1:15—34, Testimony of John to his Messiahship. 
17. John 1:55—51. The calling of part of his disciples. 
24. John 2:1—11, Christ first miracle at Cana of Galilee. 
May 8. John 2:12—22,. Goes to Jerusalem and cleanses the temple. 
15. John 3:1-—21. Christ’s conversation with Nicodemus. 
22. Matt, 4:12—24, The calling of the disciples, 
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NAMES, 


The following communication was addressed to us through the 
pages of “The New-York Tract Magazine,” published at Albany. 
The terms, “ Lord’s Day,” “ Sabbath,” and “ yinare each have 
their friends, and of the latter name, we are, probably, not more 
tenacious than “ Consistency” is of his Zeufonic “Sonday.” Not 
having any conscientious scruples on the subject ourselves, we use 
the terms convertibly, and when a majority of the members of the 
« American Sunday School Union” agree to call their society the 
Lord’s Day School Union, we shall not, simply on the ground of 
names, withhold our entire assent. We cheerfully place the re- 
marks of “ Consistency” before our readers, but for the present we 
must decline entering into a defence of either of the terms by 
which the holy day of rest is distinguished. We would, however, 
ranean gn | invite all who are spending it in idleness, or seeking 
their own pleasure, to come and partake of the luxury of doin 
good on the Sabbath day, by training up the young in the way o 
holiness, and teaching them the fear of the Lord. Editor. 


To the Editor of the American Sunday School Magazine. 


Sir,—It must give every Christian philanthropist solid pleasure, 
to attend to the effects produced by the various and truly Christian 
exertions in this most highly favoured age. It is cause of peculiar 
felicitation, that the rising generation are receiving so much of the 
attention of the Christian public: and no institution in this distin- 
guished country, the American Bible Society excepted, seems cal- 
culated to produce beneficial effects equal to the American Sonday 
School Union. My only intention at present is, to suggest whether 
it would not be more consistent with the profession of Christianity, 
and more congenial with the feelings, generally, of those who are 
interested in the prosperity of Sonday Schools, to see that truly 
noble institution, which is now denominated agreeably to the sn- 
perstitious worship of the heathen, bear the name of Him in comme- 
moration of whose resurrection it was first rendered sacred. It is 
a remarkable coincidence, that the day consecrated by idolaters to 
the worship of the Sun, should have been, by the rising of the Sun 
of Righteousness, rendered the Lorp’s Day. And what but the 
— sway of custom, could have prevented him from having 
the honour of its name, for whose worship it has been set apart for 
upwards of eighteen hundred years! May we not with reason sus- 
_ that the prince of darkness has had an interest in its being so? 

ould not the association of ideas which a change in the mere 
name would have a tendency to induce, be something like this >— 
“ This day bears the name of Him who triumphed over death and 
the grave—the Prince of Light, who spoiled principalities and pow- 
ers! and this, his day, is a Todos that the light of life shall be com- 
mensurate with that of him who is his brightest image. It is his 
all-quickening beams that diffuses light and life into the soul, en- 

Vor. IL.—G 











—_ 





ou MISCELLANY. FEBRUARY. 





veloped in the shades of death; and gives a sweet earnest of a 
brighter day, in his own immediate presence.” For my own part, 
Iam so fully persuaded of the propriety of substituting the one 
name for the other, that I should never again, in speaking of the 
Lord’s day, or of a Sonday School, use the name of sun, were it 
not that I consider that orb as having been called into being by the 
omnific word of the Son of God, who still maketh his sun to shine 
on the evil and on the good ; who irradiates and vivifies a world 
dead in trespasses and in sins; and who renders his own blessed 
day—Sonday—peculiarly instrumental in conveying the light of 
life to the condemned sons of men; and thus preparing them for 
the rest that remains, not for those who spend this day in idleness, 
in worldly business or dissipation, but mf “delight in the law of 
the Lord after the inner man.” ConsIsTENcy. 


-- + on 


“SUNDAY SCHOOLS NOT FOR THE POOR ONLY.” 


In our last number we inserted an extract from an address de- 
livered in Salem, Massachusetts, by the Rev. A. W. Leland, D. D. 
of South Carolina, to which we prefixed the above title. ‘The fol- 
lowing short communication was received just after that had gone 
to press; but we now most cheerfully give it a place, knowing the 
sentiment to which our correspondent refers, and which he would 
correct, to be extensively felt and greatly injurious. It is admitted 
that Sunday schools were formerly designed both by Rarxes in 
England, and the “ First Day Society” here, for the children of the 
poor only, but since they have been found to be equally well adapt- 
ed to instruct the children of the rich, there can be no more good 
reason why their blessings should be confined to the poor, than 
there can be for returning to the exploded system of employing 
hired teachers. Ifit be true that “a rich man shall hardly enter into 
the kingdom of heaven,” surely they who have much goods laid up 
in store, are placed in cireumstances which should prompt them to 
agonize “to enter in at the strait gate,”” and employ those means 
which are most likely to obtain for them and their children, the 
blessings which the gospel offers to all who embrace it. But these 
means they are not likely to use, so long as the professed friends 
of Sabbath schools speak, and write of them, as some are accustom- 
ed to do. In some parts of our country the provision for primary 
education is equally ample for all classes ; and a wealthy, and pious 


ventleman, has just remarked to us, that he sends his children to 


the public schools in preference to any other, because they are the 
best. But in such a place the Sunday school is needed, and if need- 
ed, we would ask for whom? Not for the poor only, surely, for 
there are a8 many poor parents who give their children a religious 
education at home as there are of the rich; and since wealth does 
not entail knowledge nor piety, it follows, that schools designed to 














1895. GLEANINGS. | 51 





nes 


ceive religious instruction are as necessary for one class as for 
another. ' 


To the Editor of the American Sunday School Magazine. 


It is somewhat es that no special plan has been adopted 
bv the friends of Sunday schools in this city, to counteract the mis- 
taken, and almost universal impression, that Sunday schools are 
only intended for the children of indigent parents. 

As there are in Sunday schools generally many children of parents 
both respectable and wealthy, we well know, that if their minds 
become influenced by this erroneous impression, they, or most of 
them, will immediately withdraw their children. It may also be 
said of this class of parents who are impressed with the same mis- 
taken view of Sunday schools, that they withhold their offspring 
from these useful nurseries, when, if the truth were known, that the 
schools are intended for all classes, they would immediately send 
their children. How often, in public addresses by persons who do 
not properly understand the subject, do we hear the poverty of the 
children adverted to in such a manner as to give offence to some 
parents, and at the same time strengthen in the minds of others the 
too firmly fixed sentiment, that these schools are not designed - for 
their children. 

I should like, sir, to see something on this subject in your Maga- 
zine from an abler pen than mine, but as..a hint may have the a - 
sired effect of opening the eyes of Sunday school teachers to see 
the injurious tendency which this impression is calculated to have 
on their schools, I have been induced to make these hasty remarks, 
which, if you think worthy, please give a place in your Magazine, 

Philadelphia, December 28, 1824. 
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For the American Sunday School Magazine. 
PRACTICAL PIETY. 


The force and interesting simplicity of the following anecdote 
will entitle it to a more than ordinary share of attention; two pro- 
minent points of it cannot but awaken the most pleasing and im- 
portant reflections in the mind of the pious reader. The trifling 
incident that awakened a young mind to serious considerations of 
“ceasing to do evil,”? may well encourage teachers and guardians 
of youth to be instant and faithful in giving counsel al reproof. 
he practical prety expressed in the concluding reflections of our 
little Sunday scholar, is delightful. Let youth and age be profited 
by it, for it is a lesson to the Christian world; and he may be said, 


as in the language of the Psalmist, to have been “ wiser than his 
teachers.”? 
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A Sabbath school boy, of good understanding and excellent me- 
mory, being fond of reading, was favoured with the privilege of 
many good books from a pious friend. One day on visiting him the 
following interesting conversation ensued :—* Well, Robert, what 
are you reading now?” “I love my Bible yet, but I am reading 
now ‘A Glimpse of Glory,’ and I like often to read ‘The Saints’ 
Everlasting Rest.” “ And do you think, Robert, that you love 
Jesus?’ “How can I help but love him, for does he not keep me 
out of Hell? and I am sinning against him every minute.” “ But, 
do you see any thing else in him that is lovely and desirable?” 
“ Yes, I love to go to meeting to hear about Jesus; and, when the 
minister is telling about him, I love him so, that I think I want to 

and be with him.” “Have you always thus loved the blessed 

viour?”? “QO, no, indeed ; I was a very wicked child, and I used 
to swear very bad; but one day, when I was swearing so at a little 
boy, a man that heard me, said, ‘ Don’t swear so, litile boy, or you 
will never be a good man if you swear so!’ 1 did not think much 
about it then, but after awhile, I began to think it would be dread- 
ful, never to be a good man; and when my mother died, four years 

0, she told me I must leave off all my dad ways, and be a good 
boy, or I should not meet her in heaven. And now, for some time 
past, I have been thinking it would be dreadful to be separated from 
God and my mother forever !”? At another time, talking of reading, 
he said, “ I have heard good people say, that it was not good to read 
novels, but I never knew how dad it was till lately. I had been 
reading a Scotch book, and when I went to pray afterwards, some 
of the words I had read came first into my mind, and I could not 
ee them out, and they plagued me a great many days. But when 

go to pray now, I love to read that chapter where Christ says, 
“ Him THAT COMETH TO MEI WILL IN NO WISE CAST our,” and then 


that comes first to my mind !” S. 


ee ee 


STRONG ENCOURAGEMENT TO TEACHERS, IN THE ACCOUNT OF JAMES CHAPPLE, 


The following pleasing account surely speaks loudly in favour ot 
Sunday schools, and is a powerful evidence of their efficiency. The 
subject of it was but three Sabbaths in attendance, yet we find none 
of the recious seeds of instruction were lost, but soon sprung up 
with fruitfulness. It is pleasing to observe how every incident of 
those three blessed Sabbaths were noticed and remembered by 
him. ‘The account is abridged from that published in England. 

In the beginning of September, 1821, the teachers of Castle 
Street Sunday School, (Exeter, England,) called at the house of 
James Chapple, then nine years old, to solicit from his parents his 
attendance at Sunday school. His mother was averse to his coming. 
A few days afterwards a teacher met him in the street, and asked 
if he went to Sunday school. The boy said “ No;” and asked what 
he would be taught if he came. Several answers were given ; one 
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was “that he would be taught the way to heaven.” A tract was 
also given him, (“ Sin, no Trifle,”) which he promised to read. On 
seeing his mother, it was found, that the other teacher had called. 
She made many objections; but at last the boy’s wishes and the 
teacher’s entreaties prevailed. He was admitted on the 16th of 
September, and attended in the whole but ¢hree Sabbaths, when he 
was taken ill. A short time after, one of the teachers was called to 
see a little boy, said to be very ill. Her surprise was great, on en- 
tering the room, to find it was the child that had been obtained af- 
ter so many entreaties. He exclaimed, “I am glad to see you, 
for you told me I should be éaught the way to heaven; and shall I 
go there if I diet’? He appeared to have derived considerable in- 
struction from the Catechism, (Watts’ First,) and begged the teach- 
er to hear him repeat some of it. He dwelt much on this question, 
“ What must you do for that great God who is so good to you,” 
and the answer, “I must learn to know him first, and then must do 
every thing to please him.” He made many simple and pleasin 

remarks on the passage, “Suffer little children to come unto me. 

He said, several times, “O, my head ;” and would add, “I would 
rather die and go to heaven.”” The teacher wishing to know if this 
desire originated in a wish merely to be freed from pain, asked, 
“Would you not sooner live, and have the kindness of your friends, 
and the instruction of your teachers, and enjoy your health?” He 
answered with a look, only to be felt, not Tiieliek: “What! not 
sooner die and go to heaven !”” He appeared so much hurt that the 
things of this world should be held out to him as an inducement to 
live, that he did not speak again for some time. After a silence of 
more than ten minutes, he looked up, and said, “ You did not mean 
what you said, did you P——Would you rather live here to enjoy all 
these things??? Suitable replies were made, and he then said, “ Is 
there any pain therer—I have asked my mother and she cannot 
tellr’? The teacher said, “ There is no pain ¢here, because there is 
no sin.”? “Qh, said the child, “1 wish we could go there together, 
and never leave each other.” He several times inquired, “ Who 
informed the teacher he did not go to Sunday school?” The 
teacher told him, “No one informed me.’ Then said he, “ God 
must have sent you.”? He spoke of his catechism, and said, “ That 
tells me I have been wicked, very wicked, and deserve to be pun- 
ished for ever: and Mr. Griffen told us that wicked children must 
die and go to hell.” He then referred to an address which Mr. 
Griffen made to the children in the midst of one of his sermons, on 
the text, “ Ye must be born again.” He repeated nearly all of what 
Mr. Griffen said at that time to the children, and on being asked, 
* How he felt after that address, he replied, (pointing his finger to 
his breast,) “I felt it here, and could not sleep that night for it, and 
it never has been long out of my mind since.” He also referred to 
a short address o_ by the superintendent of the school, prior to 
the dismisal of the child, one Sabbath afternoon. He said, “ That 
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impressed his mind very much, and he was determined from ¢hat 
time to pray to God.”? He then wished the teacher to ask him the 
question from the Catechism, “ Will God forgive your sins if you 
pray to him.” He then repeated, the answer, “ I hope he will for- 
give me for the sake of what.Jesus Christ has done and what he has 
suffered.”” He then added, “I had rather die and go to heaven, 
and shall I see my mother there?” «“ Yes,” the teacher replied, 
“if she /oves and serves God.” ‘The answer much affected him. He 
spoke also of the fract given to him; it seemed to have much im- 
pressed his mind. On leaving him, he put out his hand to the teach- 
er, desiring his remembrance to Mr. Griffen, to his teacher, and all! 
the teachers of the school ; after which, as his mother states, he took 
no notice of any thing; but a little before his death he repeated 
part of the sixth chapter of Mark, and, as if conscious of his ap- 
proaching dissolution, he said, “ Put me in my grave,” and expired 
—his spirit left its habitation of clay, and ascended to the tribunal! 
of Heaven: 





“ The meeting there, 
And how he stood before his God, 
The day of judgment shall declare.” 


It is hoped from these facts, that this little boy was led to the 
school under the direction of him in whose hands are all our ways, 
and who directeth our steps ; and the Lord was thus pleased to bring 
him under the sound of the gospel—the Holy Spirit applied the 
truths which he heard to his heart, and the same spirit explained 
and enforced them on his infant mind, and prepared him to join that 
innumerable company that surrounds the throne of the Eternal, al- 
way to ascribe their salvation to Ged, through the blood of the 

4AMB, 


ROBERT MORRISON, D. D. 


Though the following interesting fact has often been stated in 
our Sunday school publications; yet it may be satisfactory to your 
readers to know on what authority that statement rests. I therefore 
subjoin the following extract from the report of the London Sunday 
School Union for 1817. T. 


“The Committee would here remark, that the celebrated Rospert 
Morrison, Missionary to China, received his first religious im- 
pressions at “ Zhe High Bridge Sunday School.’ A knowledge 
of this fact ought to encourage teachers to labour perseveringly. 
Had this been the only instance resulting from Sanday schools, it 


were an ample recompense for all the labour that has been bestowed 
upon them. Who can tell but God is training in Sunday schools 
the Brainerds, the Swartzes, the Vanderkemps, the Careys, and 
the Morrisons, to whom shall be committed the glorious work ot 
renovating the world.”"——Zond. Tea. Mag. Vol. 3, p. 448. 
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Little Apptson : a narrative of FP. Ad- 
dison Warner, of Athens, Pennsyl- 
Sopp. 


vania. By a Clergyman. 
18mo. American Sunday School 
Union. 1824. 


A Memoir of Manta M‘Farvann, a 
Sabbath Scholar, who died at New- 
York, July 27, 1824, aged 13 years: 
«with an Address, delivered to the 
children of the neighbourhood, at her 
request, from Proverbs viii. 17th. 
“ Those that seek me early shall find 
me.” New-York Sunday School 
Depository. 1824. 


Early Prety. “ Those that seek me 
early shall find me.” Anew Stereo- 
type edition, with six engravnigs. 


72pp. 18mo. American Sunday 
1824. 


School Union. 

How wisely and compassionately 
has the Almighty condescended to 
meet our infirmities ; and how beau- 
tifully has divine inspiration accom- 
modated itself to the economy of the 
human heart, in directing the sacred 
writers faithfully to delineate the bi- 
ography of patriarchs, prophets, and 
apostles, with that company of saints, 
whose patience, love, and faith, as 
they are recorded in the Scriptures, 
continue to cheer, and excite to 
virtue and holiness, the souls of men. 
The light of heavenly truth, shining 
through such living examples, and the 
fearless exhibition of their deformi- 
ties, forces itself on the human mind 
with a most powerful influence ; and 
though often failing to control, in 
the least, the unsanctified emotions 
of the ungodly—yet is truly persua- 
sive to attract and win to wisdom and 
obedience the renovated heart. 

Than biography, nothing is more 
interesting to the inquiring mind. His- 
tory derives nearly its whole interest 
from this source ; the lively colouring 
and accurate delineation of character 
in such as have acted conspicuous 











parts on the theatre of life, form the 
all of history, without this the historic 
page may be compared to a solitary 
and untenanted ruin. The most de- 
lightful of its kind, is Christian bio- 
graphy, and numerous as are its 
sketches, it yet remains a gratifying 
source of intellectual novelty, Though 
considered an humble occupation, it 
is a happy circumstance that so many 
capable pens have been engaged on 
works exhibiting Juvenile Piety. Such 
writers, who have pourtrayed the 
lights and shades of holy character in 
children devoted to the Lord, have 
been useful and honourable to the 
church. This cast of biography sure- 
ly makes the most affecting appeal 
to the Christian sympathies; and with 
what fearful force of mystery must it 
strike the sensualist and worldling in 
the midst of their prodigality and vice, 
to behold that deep sense of sin in 
those whom they are accustomed to 
deem most innocent, and to witness 
the operations of repentance on the 
youthful mind, as soon as tainted 
with actual transgression, thus indi- 
cating a canker at the root before 
vice has grasped the unblighted flow- 
er. Evidences of Early Piety are de- 
lightful for the Christian to contem- 
plate. Thus to behold the operation 
of that Spirit by which the Eternal 
One “subdues all things unto him- 
self,” gives a new impulse to faith. 
It is a subject of pleasing congratula- 
tion, that since the founding of Sun- 
day schools, such instances have mul- 
tiplied, and many hidden treasures 
have been brought to light, to adorn 
with their brightness the crown of 
Zion, It is a matter of rejoicing too, 
that our Sunday School Depositories 
now afford some of the most interest- 
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ing memoirs of this kind, disclosing 
the early piety of some of our own 
Sabbath scholars, and the children of 
our own happy land. Such are the 
histories of F. Addison Warner, and 
Maria M‘Farland. 


The Christian community are in- 
debted to the pious writers who have 
given them such pleasing narratives 
of the “ holy walk and conversation” 
of these interesting children. The 
evidences, in them, of pure religion 
are most rare, and may be dwelt on 
with delight and instruction by read- 


closing triumphant scene of dying 
faith. The following extract discloses 
the interesting character of Little 
Addison’s piety. 


Several of his young companions 
came into his room, and though he 
appeared to be fast sinking away, he 
took particular notice of each one; 
warning them of their danger as sin- 
ners, exposed to the wrath of God: 
entreating them to pray to God for 
mercy without ceasing, and to pre- 

are immediately for death, and for 
judgment, telling them he was going 
to heaven, To one he said, “ Do you 
think you are a sinner? well, you 
must pray to God to give you an in- 


| 





ers of any class, and certainly must 
prove beneficial to the juvenile mind. 
Children of moral habits, and well 
trained in religious instruction, will 
find these little books attractive, and 
duly estimate their worth. It may 
be remarked, that to give books of 
this kind their best effect, they should 
be brief, and written in an animated 
strain ; the reflections few, and those 
on the most prominent features. 
Janeway’s Token is a model in this 
respect, but more especially, “ Early 
Piety,” the other little work whose 
title stands at the head of this article, 


of which the Union have given us a | 


very handsome edition. The vener- 
able Secretary of the London Mis- 
sionary Society is extensively, and 
favourably known in this country, as 
the author of those popular discours- 





es, “ Burder’s Village Sermons,” but 
in “Early Piety’? he seems to seize 
the most striking incidents in every 
memoir, detail them with simplicity, 


adapts itself to the habits of thinking 
children. 

The memoir of “ Addison Warner” 
embraces his entire biography ; that 
of “ Maria M‘Farland” only the short 


| 


followed by a single reflection, which | 





period from her conversion to the 





terest in his son Jesus Christ, and to 
forgive you your sins.” To another 
who had been some time serious, 
* You must press on toward the mark 
for the prize of the high calling of 
God in Christ Jesus.” Another one 
he asked this question, “Do you 
know you are a sinner?” Yes, was 
the reply. “ Well,” said he, “you 
must not be like the hypocrite, you 
must pray earnestly.” 


The simplicity of character exhib- 
ited in the following extracts, from 
both memoirs, must convey the most 
gratifying sensation to every pious 
reader, and must delightfully remind 
them that such evident fruits of holy 
love must have been “by the same 
Spirit.” 

While Addison was giving away his 
books to his little brothers and sisters, 
he observed all around to be deeply 
affected, and said to them; “ Weep 
not for me, but weep for youselves. O, 
my dear mother, why do you eye your 
son so? lam going to glory—fare- 
well—you and I must part.” 


The following is from Maria M‘Far- 
| land :— 


The dying child still cast a wish- 
ful look towards her sister, as if _ 
pangs of separation were too much 
to be endured, and uttered these her 
last words :—* Weep not for mz, but 
for your own sins!” 
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We have no room for an extract from 
“ Early Piety,” nor indeed is one ne- 
cessary, for the work has been long 
before the public, and its merits are 
known and appreciated. 

To Sunday schools it is gratifying 
that the list of such little books is in- 
creasing, and we pray there may be 
many additions, if they can be class- 
ed with these we now have the plea- 
sure to recommend, 


Questions on the Historical part of the 
New Testament: designed for Sab- 
bath Schools. By Trueman Par- 
MELE, Supersntendent of the Utica 
Union Sabbath School.  150pp. 
18mo. Utica, N. Y. Merrell and 
Hastings. 1824. 

To the Christian it is a delightful 
reflection, that thousands and tens of 
thousands of our youth, are now re- 
ceiving that knowledge, which, un- 
der the blessing of God, is able to 
make them wise unto salvation. They 
are early taught in our Sabbath 
schools the leading facts and doc- 
trines of the Bible, and new efforts 
are constantly making to render the 
word of God familiar to their minds, 
and to impress its sacred truths on 
their young and tender hearts. Ne- 
ver, perhaps, was there a time when 
so much was done to train up chil- 
dren “in the way they should go,” 
as at the present; yet, it is a melan- 
choly fact, that immense numbers, 
even in our “ highly favoured” cities, 
remain uninstructed; and, if this be 
true, what must parents,—yea, what 
must the church of Christ think of 
their past neglect, when so little was 
accomplished ; and of their present 
indifference, when so much remains 
to be done? 

The “British and Foreign Bible 
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Society,” though a noble institution, 
which sheds its enlivening rays on 
the dark places of the earth, is not 
the only good which owes its origin, 
under God, to Sabbath schools: they 
have increased the thirst for a know- 
ledge of the Bible, and many pens 
have been employed, and well em- 
ployed too, in writing “ Catechisms,”’ 
* Primers,” “illustrations,”  Ques- 
tions,” &c. which, like the little work 
before us, have “ originated in the 
wants of” some “* Association,” or, in 
the general demand for these “ helps” 
to the study of the Scriptures, which 
Sabbath schools have mainly contri- 
buted to create. 

We examined the work which has 
called forth these remarks, with con- 
siderable attention, some time ago, 
and prepared a notice for our pages, 
but in the bustle of moving our office, 
both book and notes have been lost, 
and now we can only give the work 
our bare recommendation, without 
pointing out its particular merits, or 
mentioning a few things which we 
considered blemishes. It will afford 
both teachers and scholars an impor- 
tant help in the prosecution of their 
studies, and will no doubt obtain an 
extensive circulation in our Sabbath 
schools, and thus promote the bene- 
volent designs of the author. 


-—— 


IN PRESS, 
By the American S. 8. Union. 


Teacher’s Manual. 18mo. 
Africaner. 18mo. 36 pp. 
John Robins. 32’s. 32 pp. 
Methodist Catechism. 


Address to Mothers. 8 p. Tract. 


Thoughts and Hints. 4p. do. 
The History of Birds. 32’s. 8 pp. 
The History of Beasts. do. 
The Four Seasons. do. 


The Fourth Commandment. do. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


LETTER FROM NEW YORK TO THE EDITOR 


** Glad tidings” of Sunday schools, 
break upon us from every side, and 
all truly engaged in this blessed cause 
(which is the Lord’s own) cannot 
but look up with encouraged hearts 
when they survey the events of the 
past Sabbath school year, and trace the 
mercies by which such institutions 
have not only been supported, but 
greatly extended. What has not been 
wrought through the care and good- 
ness of divine Providence, who has 
truly proved to this cause “a sun and 
shield?” The mercies of a year, 
low great is the sum of them !—More 
has been accomplished in their favour, 
than at any former period since the 
institution of Sabbath schools in Ame- 
rica. We find numerous religious 


papers, extensive in their circulation, 
devoting a liberal portion of their 
columns, to Sunday school intelli- 
gence, facts and anecdotes, well cal- 


culated to arouse to action the Chris- 
tian mind, that too long has seemed 
indifferent to this precious portion of 
the Lord’s vineyard. Many also of 
our Christian Magazines give place to 
this interesting, but hitherto neglect- 
ed subject. New efforts have been 
made highly beneficial to Sunday 
schools, by tract societies and others, 
for the more extensive circulation of 
juvenile publications of the purest 
kind. A Sunpay Scuvor Macazine has 
been established and is in successful 
operation. “The Sassata Scnoor 
Visirant’”’ of Utica, is extending its 
pleasing influence far beyond the 
limits of their Schools, and two Sun- 
day Scholars’ Magazines* are publish- 
ed monthly. Many improvements in 
plans of instruction, and facilities of 
teaching have been introduced. Unions 
formed of smaller Sabbath school 
associations in the different States, 
and an auxiliary Bible Society found. 
ed at New York, for supplying Sun- 
day schools—and last, and greatest 
among the mercies of the past, a Na- 

* The * Teacher's Offering, or Sunday Sehol- 
ar’s Magazine,” published by the A. S. S. U. and 
the * Sunday Schular’s Mayazine,.” published in 
New York, 
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Tronat Sunpay Scnoort Unton found- 
ed, and with a Monthly Concert of 
Prayer in favour of Sunday schools ! 
Such are the rich fruits of a single 
year. Let Sunday school teachers, 
each, echo the praise of their God, 
saying “ what hath the Lord wrought,” 
and ‘*hitherto he hath helped.”— 
Though an esteemed and useful la- 
bourer* has been removed, by his 
mercy, the Lord has raised up many 
new friends, devoted to his cause ; 
and constrains many to estimate truly, 
these their privileges and mercies. 
The imterest of Sabbath schools 
among us in this city, and indeed 
through our whole state, certainly 
revives; for I have heard of many 
new schools recently established in 
various places, one of them under the 
superintendence of the pastor. Our 
friend P , of Utica, writes me, they 
have adopted the beautiful plan ot 
Scripture instruction by select les- 
sons, and that the “ Teachers’ Bibl 
Class”’ already comprises fifty mem 
bers, Several schools in our city are 
following the same admirable plan. 
in regard to which there seems much 
pleasing excitement. It is cheering 
to find so dear a friend to Sabbath 
schools as your Rev. Mr. S SO 
much engaged, both with the scholar: 
and teachers. ‘* How beautiful are 
the feet of them that bring glad tid- 
ings.”’ Let all say “ press forward.” 

I regret to state that we held no 
Concert of Prayer for Sunday schools 
this month, owing to a disappoint- 
ment of a place of worship, too late to 
make other arrangements. Some of 
our New York teachers, however, at- 
tended with those of Brooklyn, where 
the meeting was full, and interesting ; 
many parents, and most of the chil- 
dren attending. The scholars and 
teachers were respectively addressed 
by Sabbath school teachers and the 
directors of the society. Some ex- 
tracts were read from your Magazine, 
and an affecting and cheering account 
of James Chapple, from the London 
Sunday School Magazine. No doubt 
you have heard with anxiety of the 


* DIVIE BE THUNB, Esq. one of the earliest 
advocates among us, and late a Vice President ot 
the A. S, S, Union, 
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extreme illness of the Rev. President 
of our Sunday Schoel Union. With 
boundless gratitude (we trust) we 
may say, the cloud is removed and 
hope has dispelled our tender appre- 
hensions for his valuable life. He is so 
far recovered as to allow anticipations 
of his final recovery. How gratifying 
too, to hear of the enlivening meet- 
ing of your Sunday School Concert of 
Prayer, and your Rev. Dr. G , par- 
taking in the exercises. Such pillars 
indeed establish, and are, in the 
hands of the Lord, the strength of 
our cause. May the beautiful fabric 
of Sunday schools, which, we trust, 
is the Lord’s building, never want for 
its ornament and support, a Boaz, and 
a Jachin. 1 am delighted to hear you 
are publishing that beautiful story of 
‘*Pierre and his Family.” That af- 
fecting and interesting narrative dis- 
closes with historical faithfulness, told 
with simplicity, some of the trying 
scenes of the unjust persecution of 
the Waldenses,—those devoted fol- 
lowers of godliness, long the praise 
of our New Testament church, and 
the admiration of a Christian world. 
This book will, I think, be a useful 
and attractive reward book for elder 
scholars, and very suitable for Sun- 
day School Libraries. The style in 
which it is written will also give it in- 
terest with others, besides Sunday 
scholars and teachers. Every day 





gives us new proof of the utility of | 


your ** Union.” A. T. 


———— 


The following was received at New 
York by the late publisher of the 
‘‘Sunday School Teachers’ Maga- 
zine,” [now united with this.] The 
cordial and expressive terms in which 
the Sabbath School Monthly Concert 
of prayer is noticed, should be hailed 
with welcome, It may be trusted, that 
many hearts are in unison with this 
writer.—* The reading of the Maga- 
zine has been truly a source of great 
pleasure to such of our teachers as 
have read it, and | trust, some of us 
have profited by it. The promotion 
of Sabbath schools isan object worthy 
of more interest than has yet been 
manifested by the Christian public. 


in this part of our country but few | 








persons of piety and talents have 
thought it a subject worth their at- 
tention; but the time is coming when 
no Christian, however exalted his tal- 
ents, will think it a degradation to be 
an “ instructer of babes.” I have re. 
ceived two Nos. of the Philadelphia 
[American Sunday School} Magazine, 
with which I am much pleased. We 
are not willing to be deprived of the 
advantages it proffers to all teachers, 
1 shall now receive it through the 
American Sunday School Union. On 
reading the first notice for the Sad- 
bath School Concert of Prayer, a thrill 
of joy and gratitude filled my heart, 
which my pen cannot describe—I 
seemed to behold Europe, Asia, Af- 
rica, and America, rising up to the 
help of the Lord, and to hear them 
say with united hearts and voices— 
‘Let us go speedily to pray before 
the Lord of Hosts.’ ” 





FROM GENEVA, N. ¥. 


A friend has favoured us with the 
following extract of a letter from 
Geneva. 


Being informed by your sister, Mrs. 
IL. that you are desirous, (as all 
friends of benevolent institutions are) 
to hear from our Sabbath school, 
permit me to state to you, that our 
Sabbath school at present is in a ve- 
ry flourishing situation. We have 
been successful in procuring devoted 
teachers, who seem to be very much 
engaged in this delightful, but ardu- 
ous work. The number of children 
that attend our Sabbath school is 
about 150, and they appear very at- 
tentive and docile. The tickets and 
Hymn Books are strong incentives to 
excite them to diligence. I wrote to 
Mr. C. for more Hymn Books and 
tickets, but they have not as yet been 
received. We are very desirous of 
getting them. And now I will relate 
something more of great moment 
among us :—About three weeks ago, 
two of our Sabbath school teachers 
became serious; and in about two 
weeks obtained hope that they had 
passed from death unto life. These 
were followed by many others, though 
not Sabbath school teachers. The 
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number under conviction has increas- 
ed, so that in almost every part of 
the village the cry is heard, “ What 
shall | do to be saved.”” Upwards of 
twenty give evidence that they have 
been born of the Spirit. Our meet- 
ings are thronged, and solemnity sits 
upon every countenance: the work 
seems to be very impressive—convic- 
tions appear to be deep and power- 
ful. Among the Methodists there is 
quite a great concern for souls: a 
good number give evidence of con- 
version: I hope you may enjoy the 
same precious blessing which we en- 
joy. Brother, pray for us, that we 
may continue to receive manifesta- 
tions of the glory and power of the 
Lord among us. 


From another letter we learn that 
the number of persons under exer- 
cise of mind on the important subject 
of religion is, in Dr. Axtell’s church, 
from 40 to 50; about the same num- 
ber in the Methodist church, and five 
in the Episcopal church. “ Meetings 
are held every evening, and they are 
crowded.” 


FROM DETROIT, MICHIGAN TERRITORY. 


I find that neither afflictions, new 
engagements, nor distance from the 
seat of my former labours and circle 
of a dear association have lessened 
my attachment to a cause which I 
have ever donominated the “ cause of 
God.” IL believe that through the 
mediutn of Sunday school instruction, 
asa most efficient means, God will 
establish his kingdom of truth and 
light on the ruins of error and dark- 
ness; and I have therefore, from the 
first, hailed and rejoiced in the forma- 
tion’of the National Union, as the hap- 
piest instrument of uniting the hands, 
and the hearts, and the means of 
its patrons, supporters, and labourers. 
Their efforts, wishes, and talents, are 
engaged in the one business of raising 
the young and tender mind for God, 
by a study of his holy word, and this 
union will give a wide extension of 


information on the subject, and effect 





—_—— 


a universal practice of one general 
and regular system. 


My services are at your command, 
to promote the objects of the Ameri- 
can Sunday School Union in this 
prertee- I have engaged in the Sun- 

y school here. It can become well 
organized and highly useful, (as it is 
now a tolerably large school,) under 
the blessing of him whose province 
itis to give the increase. I send you 
$1 50 for the Magazine for 1825, 
and if you command my service for 
the procuring of subscribers in this 
city, and send me some prospectuses 
&c. I will cheerfully comply, as in 
other respects, in which my efforts 
may be useful. Assoon as practicable, 
I will endeavour to effect the con- 
nexion of this school with the Union. 
You will please let me know the ex- 
ae and mode of procuring books 
rom the Union: we want Spelling 
Books, &c. Of Hymn Books we have 
not one, nor premiums, nor tickets. 
Please send one of each of the pre- 
miums and a few Hymn Books. We 
have established the Sunday School 
Concert, and held the first meeting 
last Monday evening. In this arrange- 
ment I rejoice. 


—— 


SABBATH SCHOOL CONCERT. 


Philadelphia.—The Sabbath School 
Concert was held, as usual, in this 
city, on the second Monday evening 
of last month. The committee of 
arrangement had selected a portion of 
Scripture (Duet. 31:11,12,13, and 
Isaiah 55.) and suitable hymns. The 
exercises were solemn, and rendered 
interesting, as is the Monthly Concert 
for Missions, by the consideration 
that many, in various places, are at 
the throne of Grace at the same time, 
on the same errand. During the ex- 
ercises, a teacher, after a few intro- 
ductory remarks, made the following 
statement : 

The Rev. Philip Falle, minister of 
the Protestant congregation at Cal- 
mont, near Toulouse, in France, at a 
late quarterly meeting of the London 
Sunday School Union, stated, that the 
churches in France “ did not in gen- 
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eral, enjoy the advantages of Sunday 
schools; but where there were evan- 
gelical men, they were established, 
and had proved very beneficial. He 
had formed four or five Sunday 
schools in Normandy, which were 
going on well. In the south near 
‘Toulouse, where he had preached for 
nearly two years, he had established 
two schools. At Calmont, there 
were 160 scholars of both sexes, 
seven or eight of whom already under- 
stood a great deal of the gospel, and 
it was hoped, also felt its power. He 
would give an instance of the benefit 
of these schools: these children 
were found in different fields in 
groups, of six or twelve, on parts of 
the Sunday, for many 
one in the middle read the Bible, and 
the others endeavoured to explain it. 
Before he came into the village, the 


now, in general, they respected any 
thing in the way of religion, and at- 
tended to all the instruction given, 
and to all the services with reverence 
and devotion. He thought one of 
the first ways of reviving the churches 
in France, and on the Continent, 
was, by means of Sunday schools. 
if there were Sunday schools in the 
nine hundred protestant churches of 
France, in the course of time he 
thought half of France would be re- 
tormed. He had therefore endeavour- 
ed to encourage the ministers to es- 
tablish Sunday schools wherever he 
went. In his other Sunday school at 
a small village, there were about forty 
children. In both the Sunday schools, 
there were a great number who could 
not read at all; yet many of them 
knew the whole Gospel of Matthew. 
There were many who had learnt the 
whole Sermon on the Mount, in three 
months, though they could not read, 
for they went about the village, and 
offered any thing they happened to 
have, in order to get the verses re- 
peated, that they might be enabled 
to commit them to memory.” 

In October last, a general meeting 
of the Hants (E.) Sunday School 
Union was held, and the society’s pro- 
ceedings for the last year were re- 
ported. Seven new schools had re- 
cently been opened, making the 
number connected with the union 68, 








hours, while | 
| instruction. 
| stances, the following fact is a pleas- 
ing instance. 
children were very ignorant; but | 


containing 7116 children and 769 
teachers. It was also stated that the 
greatest harmony and zeal prevailed 
among the teachers, seven of whom 
have been admitted into four different 
churches within the last year, and that 
on many of the pupils effects most 
happy have been produced as the 
result of the instructions conveyed. 
Two other things were also particu- 
larly noticed in the report, one was, 
that a general “spirit of grace and 


supplication” from on high, has been 


poured out on the teachers, and the 
other, was the very happy and strik- 
ing reaction, which, in some cases, 
has been produced on the minds of 


‘the parents by the advantages their 





children derive from Sabbath schoob 
Of the latter circum- 


“This lad,” says a 
superintendent, “I have observed for 
his attention to his teacher and gen- 
eral steadiness of behaviour at school. 
One Sabbath after he had repeated 
his lesson to me, I asked him if he 
thought he had received any benefit 
from attending the school? he hesi- 
tated some time, and then answered 
with a pleasing modesty, ‘If J have 
not, Sir, one of my relatives has, for 
since I have belonged to the Sunday 
school, I have got tickets enough to 
buy a Testament, and I took it home 
and taught my mother her letters, and 
now she can read any chapter in the 
Bible, and has ever since attended the 
chapel.’ ” 

It has been said with great truth 
that Sunday schools keep children 
employed on the Sabbath, and pre- 
vent them from running into mischief, 
In a conversation, in Ireland, it was 
remarked, that cherries were likely to 
be scarce: a lady who disliked Sun- 
day schools, exclaimed, “yes, we 
may thank Sunday schools for that.” 
*“*Why? what connexion,” said one 
present, “can exist between Sunday 
schools and the growth of cherries ?”” 
The lady replied, “before such schools 
were established, the boys went on 
Sundays and robbed birds’ nests, so 
their numbers were thinned and our 
cherries allowed to grow, but there 
will soon not be a boy left to look for 
a bird’s nest, and we shall not get a 
cherry to eat.” There are few, we ap- 
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prehend, in this meeting, who sym- 
pathize with this cherry-loving lady. 
“ Now,” says the Rev. gentleman who 
communicated this anecdote, “ Llook 
on this lady’s censure as a perfect eu- 
logium on the institution. We some- 
times justly deduct from the praise 
of friendship; but when the same 
sentiment flows from the lips of pre- 
judice, in the language of blame, we 
may give ample credit to its truth, 
without a tax on our gratitude. These 
schools do more than prevent from 
mischief; they enlighten the young 
mind ; and it is remarkable what de- 
gree of Scripture knowledge some 
acquire, Ina late Sunday school ex- 
amination, the teacher mentioned that 
direction of the wise men, “ buy the 
truth and sell it not.” 
that he that buys the truth makes a 


good bargain; and inquired, if any | 


of them recollected any instance in 


Scripture of a bad bargain? I do, re- 


plied a boy, Esau made a bad bargain 
when he sold his birthright for a mess 
of pottage. A second said, “ Judas 
made a Bad bargain, when he sold his 
Lord for thirty pieces of silver.” A 
third said, “ our Lord tells us that he 
makes a bad bargain, who, to gain 
the whole world, loses his own soul.” 
Sunday school instruction goes farther 
still; im many cases it renews the 
heart and life. * * * ° And 
further still,—Sunday school instruc- 
tion has taught the young how todie, 
In Roscrea, in the south of Ireland, 
walking in the fields one evening, I 
observed a little girl watching clothes 
which were drying, while she read in 
a book. Iasked what book do you 
read? “The Bible, Sir.” So you 
are fond of reading the Bible. ‘I am, 
Sir.” Where did you learn to read 
the Bible? “In the Sunday school.” 
In what book are you reading now? 
‘* The book of Job.” To other ques- 
tions satisfactory answers were re- 
turned, Some time after I was called 
on to visit a sick person, and I was 
greatly struck at finding my little 
Sunday school friend sinking under a 
rapid decline. She had learned the 
grand outlines of oon doctrine, 
what we call the plan of salvation, 
but she had not obtained the consola- 
tions of religion. She was encouraged 
to look for these, and she soon obtain- 
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ed them, and continued in possession 
of them till her last hour. Observe 
the process: the Sunday school led 
her to the Bible—the Bible led her to 
Jesus Christ, and Jesus Christ led her 
to heaven.” 


But Sunday school Facts, as they 
are called, have so multiplied upon us, 
that it were quite impossible to re- 
peat them in an evening, and selec- 
tion is difficult. Some are recorded 
in the religious publications of the 
day, and to them we must refer you, 
for you have long ago admitted that 
this is one of the most excellent in- 
stitutions, which under the influence 
of God’s holy Spirit, Christian be- 
nevolence has devised, and do not re- 
quire further proof. 


There was atime when Sunday schools 
were generally thought to be useful 
to the poor and degraded only, but that 
time is past, it is gone and we hope 
for ever. Wherever there is a child of 
Adam degraded by sin, and ignorant 


| of the great salvation, there is a sub- 


| ject for the exercise of your benevo- 


ence in Sabbath school instruction. 

From South America we are fa- 
voured with the following extract of 
a letter from Mr. Parvin, to a gentle- 
man in this city. Mr. Parvin is a 
Missionary connected withthe Ameri- — 
can Board of Commissioners for For- 
eign Missions. 

“ The Sabbath school for Protestant 
children, was begun in March, and 
continued regularly, till near the 
middle of winter, when it was judged 
expedient to suspend it, till the wea- 
ther should become more mild. The 
number of children connected with 
it, is between 20 and 30; not more 
than half of these, however, usually 
attend. We have been very much at a 
loss for suitable books : the American 
S. S. Union is entitled to our most 
hearty thanks for those sent us, In 
February last a religious meeting of 
Protestants was commenced in the 
dwelling house of Mr. Tait, a pious 
mechanic from England. We have 
preaching every Sabbath morning, 
and in the evening a prayer meeting. 
These meetings have been regularly 
kept up till the present time. Those 
who attend them belong chiefly to 
the middle and lower class of society. 
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The number present has never been 
more than 30, and during the cold 
weather it was often less than 20,” 

From the American Missionaries at 
Ceylon, a large island in the Indian 
sea, near the coast of Coromandel, we 
have the most gratifying accounts of 
the success of the gospel among the 
children in the schools. Mr. Winslow 
states that the number at the different 
stations, who have hopefully experi- 
enced a change of heart, is about 
eighty; and most of these are quite 
young. 

Respecting the progress of Sunday 
schools abroad we would, in general, 
remark, that they are increasing in 
numbers and usefulness, and are pros- 
pered of the Lord. 


The South Carolina Sunday School 
Union, have just transmitted their 
annual report, from which we learn 
they have in Charleston, twelve 
schools, containing 139 teachers and 
936 scholars. 

They earnestly recommend a regu- 
lar and punctual attendance on the 
monthly union prayer meeting, and 
they would rejoice to see there, all 
who feel interested in the religious 
instruction of children. Ifthe prom- 
ises of God to those who seek him 
diligently, and the necessities of im- 
pertect men and the eternal good of 
our youth, do not furnish motives 
powerful enough to attract Sunday 
school teachers to that meeting, the 
Board despair of being able to per- 
suade them, but they entreat them to 
consider the subject carefully and 
conscientiously, feeling, as they do, 
that without a spirit of cordial union 
and constant prayerfulness we shall 
effect comparatively little good. 

The Connecticut Sabbath School 
Union, we are informed, has recognis- 
ed eleven Auxiliaries during the last 
month, and promises to be a highly 
important and useful institution, 


The Sabbath school concert is now 
held, it is believed, very generally, 
where there are flourishing schools, 
Sabbath school teachers can want no 
argument to convince them of the im- 
portance of accompanying all their 
labours with earnest and constant 
prayer, nor any appeal to their un- 
derstanding or piety to urge their 








performance of this sacred duty and 
high privilege. 

The teacher concluded his remarks 
by proposing, at the request of the 
committee of arrangements, that a 
collection should be taken up at the 
present and subsequent meetings, 
and after defraying the expenses of 
the room, the amount should be paid 
to the treasurer of the American Sun- 
day School Union, to be appropriated 
under the direction of the Board of 
Managers to the employment of Sab- 
bath school Missionaries. 

The exercises were concluded with 
a short but interesting and appropri- 
ate address by the Rev. Dr. Green, 
who also pronounced the benediction. 





ened 


THE TEACHERS’ PRAYER MEETING, 

In the adult school there are two, 
who during the past year have given 
evidence of a change of character ; 
and two of the teachers have become 
praying characters ; one of them told 
me it was from attending the teachers’ 
prayer meeting that he wasled to see 
the importance of religion. Hel. Intel. 


INDIAN CHILDREN, 


Under the patronage and direction 
of the Baptist General Convention, a 
missionary station was fixed in 1822, 
among the Putawatomies and Ottawas, 
on the river St, Joseph, 25 miles from 
Lake Michigan. At this station a 
school for Indian Children has been 
opened, and has now sixty six mem- 
bers. One evening in the week, a 
religious meeting is held for them, 
and the inquiry about religion has be- 
come serious and general. 

The “ Latter Day Luminary,” pub- 
lished at Washington city, contains 
the following account, which must be 
highly gratifying to Sabbath school 
teachers, and will encourage them 
in their labours among the young. 

“One, says Mr. M‘Cov, expreses with 


























ro: 


ibs 


os 



























Re ee et SS 





64 NOTICES AND ACKNOWLEDGMENTS. 








—— ee eee ee 





— ae 


tears adesire to be religious. Another 
says, ‘* she is troubled about her sins, 
and can hardly sleep at night.” “ Deep 
solemnity,” says brother M‘Coy, “is 
depicted in the countenances of some, 
and humble transport in others.” “ At 
this moment,” says he, “ I hear sister 
Goodridge in an adjoining room talk- 
ing to and praying with a number 
of Indian girls—Mrs. M‘Coy on the 
other side endeavouring to comfort 
some mourners—Sister Polke hasa 
band around her in her room engaged 
in similar exercises. Brethren Lykins 
and Simmerwell are in our house of 
worship with a considerable company, 
talking and telling of the good things 
which the Lord has done for them.” 
In another direction, he hears the 
Indian voices melodiously singing, 
“ While other tongues in strains rejoice, 
Which unto them are new ; 
Poor Indians, you may raise your voice, 
And praise the Saviour too.” 

Conversations on religion are em- 
ploying almost every hour of the day, 
and much of the night. ‘*This even- 
ing,” says he, [Nov. 11.] ‘‘a little 
girl stood silently beside me for some 


time, while I was writing. I asked 
her, do you want to be religious? Yes, 
Sir, was the reply. Do you try to 
be religious? Yes, Sir. Do you 
think you will get religion? I am 
afraid not. What is the reason? Iam 
so wicked. Do you pray? Yes: but 
there is nothing good in my prayers : 
there is nothing good in me—I never 
did any thing good. Do you and your 
associates talk about religion when you. 
are by yourselves? Yes, Sir, H 
and I talk. How long have you been 
concerned about religion? Ever since 
Miss talked to usone night. An- 
other Indian girl, still less, stops read- 
ing her hymn book to listen: she hides 
her face and weeps.” 

This conversation was followed by 
another of a similar nature with a boy, 
who called another boy that was also 
concerned, and a third came to listen 
and to learn. They complained of their 
sins, wept freely, and appeared deep- 
ly sensible of their lost estate. As 
they withdrew, brother M‘Coy walked 
aside with them in a private place, 
where he bowed down before the 














Lord and prayed for them. 


—=Di eo 


AUZILIARIES 


10 THE AMERICAN SUNDAY SCHOOL UNION, 
Recognised January 8, 1825. 


SOCIETIES. 
Baltimore Female Union Society for the 
promotion of Sabbath Schools. Balti} Oct. 
more, Md. 1817 
Norfolk S. S. Union. Norfolk, Va. Oct. 1824 
Steystown S. S. Union. Stoystown, So 
merset Co. Pa. 1824 
Salem S. S. Association, Philada, Pa. 
Elizabethtown Free School Asseciation.|Nov. 20, 
Elizabethtown, N. J. 1815 
Mauch Chunk Lord's Day School Socie 
ty. Mauch Chunk, Northampton Co. 
Penn. 1824 
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Communications for the Miscellany, Gleanings, or Reviews, in this Maga- 
zine, should be sent by the 10th, and for the Intelligence, by the 15th of the 


month. 


The author of “Questions for Sunday School Children” will observe that 


No. VIII., the last we have received, 


is published in this number. The evan- 


gelical character and beautiful simplicity of these “ Questions” must com- 
mend them to all our readers, and we hope the author will continue favours 


so acceptable. 

























